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and these are consequently rendered more difficult of accom-
plishment. With regard to this, the obstetrist should always
employ the arm corresponding to the side of the foetus on which
the limb, the part sought for or to be manipulated, is situated.
For instance, if the foetus is in the anterior presentation and
dorso-sacral position, with the head bent round towards the left
flank, or the left fore-limb (right hind-limb in a posterior presen-
tation) doubled under the body, he will use his right arm; but
the left will be employed in the opposite conditions. By doing
so, the operator gains in length of arm, particularly towards the
shoulder, and can consequently reach deeper into the uterus.
Flexion and extension of a limb are often made simul-
taneously, and it sometimes happens that, in extending such
a part as the head to straighten it, it effects its own rotation.
Extension alone serves to bring the limbs from under the
chest or abdomen; flexion is rarely resorted to, and chiefly
when it is desired to return an extended limb again into the
uterus. In these operations on the limbs, when the weight
of the foetus is an obstacle, the body of the creature is inclined
to the side opposite to that of the limb to be manipulated;
thus> if the right limb is flexed under the body, and we desire
to extend it, the foetus is inclined from right to left, so that,
the right side being raised, the limb can be taken from under
it. The body is turned in the way indicated for rotation.
We have casually alluded to the attitude of the largei
animals during version, retropulsion, and rotation, and
pointed out the advantage to be derived from elevating the
hind-quarters, by placing litter under the hind-feet. And we
have also remarked that it is not always possible to obtain the
desired attitude, but that these manoeuvres must sometimes
be performed when the animal is recumbent. It may even
happen that it will be advantageous to place the animal in a
recumbent position. Leconte strongly recommends laying it
on its sternum, and flexing the fore and hind limbs under
the body, as in this attitude the uterine cavity can be more
easily explored, and the necessary alterations made in the
position of the foetus, the operator lying extended behind the
animal. Some obstetrists place the animal on the right or
left side, the operator lying on either of his sides, according
to the arm he intends to use.